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Déclic Anglais Podcast Episode 29: “Good” is not the “right” word 

 

How to use this transcript: 

1. Print this transcript: 

We try to reduce our paper consumption, but we really recommend that 

you print out this document. 

2. Write on it and take notes: 

Circle, highlight and note anything that you want. We have even provided 

space for you to do so! 

3. Listen first without the transcript: 

Don’t worry about understanding every single word. Just focus on training 

your ears to the sound of English. 

4. Listen again with the transcript: 

Listen a second time with the transcript, pausing whenever you want to 
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00:00 Hello there, dear listeners and welcome! You are listening to The Déclic 

Anglais Podcast. This is the podcast for French-speaking, intermediate 

learners of English. This podcast is designed to be a steppingstone 

(un tremplin) a steppingstone, to give you the confidence you need to 

move to more advanced English materials. 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
  

00:32 And, if you really want to make progress in your English this year, why not 

sign up for The Déclic Anglais Club? Every month, we create interactive, 

online learning materials based on episodes of this podcast. You can 

practice your listening and reading comprehension, you can improve your 

writing with dictation exercises (les dictées), and pre-recorded lessons 

show you how to improve your speaking. 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 

01:07 And if you’re really motivated, our BOOST level subscription will even give 

you access to our monthly, online conversation classes, where you can 

practice speaking English with other motivated learners, under the 

guidance of a qualified English teacher. Just go to our website, 

www.declicanglais.com, that’s www.declicanglais.com for more 

information. 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
  

http://www.declicanglais.com
http://www.declicanglais.com
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01:42 
 
 
 
 
 
 
02:08 

So, let’s get into today’s episode, number 29. My name is Tom, I’m your 

teacher from Déclic Anglais. Thank you for joining me, today. 

The title of today’s episode is: “Good” isn’t the “right” word. 

Tom, what does that mean? Ca veut dire quoi? 

Well, today I’m hoping to help you clear up a mistake I hear very often, 

extremely often in my students’ English. And this really is a mistake that I 

hear coming from French-speakers because of a tendency to translate 

French words and expressions directly, literally into English. 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
 

  

02:30 Don’t worry, this is a very normal thing to do. As a language learner 

myself, I can sympathise with you completely. So, please don’t think that 

you are abnormal if you do this, ok? 

So, let me begin by asking you a question: 

Comment dit-on “bon” en anglais? 

For example: “Il est bon ce gateau!” or “c’est bon, tu peut entrer 

maintenant.” 

Hmmm, so you could translate bon as “good” or “ok”, yes? 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 

03:03 Alright then, let me ask you another question: 

Comment dit-on “bon” mais dans le sense, “ce n’est pas le bon mot de 

passe” or: “Je n’ai pas le bon clef pour ouvrir la porte.” 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
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03:17 Ah, here it gets a little more difficult, and this is what I want to help you 

with, today. In French, bon is a very flexible word: le gateau est bon, je 

n’ai pas le bon clef, je trouve pas le bon mot etc. 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
  

03:37 Well, very often I hear francophone learners over-using the word “good”, 

they use the word “good” too much and I’m afraid that in good English, 

“good” isn’t always the RIGHT word, “good” isn’t always the RIGHT or 

correct word. You see, in English, good doesn’t really mean “correct” or 

“right”. 

Si on veut dire que quelque chose est correct, comme “la bonne réponse” 

a une question, il faut utiliser right ou correct. 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 

04:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
04:39 

Let me give you a real-life example: 

I am teaching a student, she is telling me about her day but she has a 

mental block. She cannot remember the English word for “disponible”. 

She says… 

“Hmm, how do I say disponible, again? I can’t remember the good word.” 

Uh-oh, a mistake. You see? She translated “je me souviens pas du bon 

mot” literally… So, I ask my student: “the good word? Are you sure?” 

 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
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04:54 And on hearing this, my student realises her mistake, laughs and says: 

“the RIGHT word, I can’t remember the RIGHT word. What’s the RIGHT 

word for disponible?” 

So, there you are, ladies and gentlemen. If you recognise yourself here, 

don’t worry, you are not alone. If you make this common mistake, it’s 

very easy to correct. Your English will be instantly better, trust me. 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
  

05:24 Mais Tom, le mot right veut aussi dire “à droite”, non? 

Yes, it does. “Turn right at the traffic lights. The bakery is on the right.” 

But right is far more flexible. It also means correct, appropriate, accurate/

precise, and much more. 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 

05:47 Let’s look at some examples: 

Est-ce que les chausseurs sont de la bonne pointure ? 

Are the shoes the right size? Not the good size, no. Are the shoes the 

RIGHT size? 

C’est le bon moment pour apprendre l’anglais. 

It’s the right time to learn English. 

Tu t’appelles Paul, n’est-ce pas? 

Your name is Paul, right? 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
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06:14 So, pay attention to your English when you are speaking or writing. I know 

it’s easier said than done, but trust me, it is well worth the effort cela 

vaut le coup, it’s well worth the effort to correct this small mistake. Just 

stop for a moment and ask yourself: “Should I use good or correct here?” 

If you are taking an exam in English, saying good when you should be 

saying right or correct can make a difference to getting the grade you 

want. 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
  

06:48 Alright, so when do we use good, then? 

Basically, good is an adjective that we use to talk about quality. For 

example, “le gateau est bon.” Well, here we are talking about the quality 

of the cake: the flavour, the texture, you see? If you put it in your mouth 

and you say: “mmm…” then you definitely say that the cake is good. 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 

07:18 But let’s imagine you must go to bakery and order a cake for a friend’s 

birthday. They have a large selection of cakes and you must choose a cake 

for your friend’s party. So, which is the right cake for your friend’s party? 

You, see? 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
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07:39 So, there we have it, dear listeners. I hope that this episode of The Déclic 

Anglais Podcast has helped you rectify this common mistake. Like I said 

earlier, don’t feel discouraged if this is a mistake you often make. Learning 

is a journey and we are all human, we can only try our best. 

 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
  

08:01 Have a nice day, everyone and I look forward to seeing you for our next 

episode! 

Bye for now. 

 

(Ecrivez vos notes ici). 
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Take a moment to revisit the notes that you took. 

 

List here 3 words or expressions (minimum) that you would like to remember from this 

podcast. We recommend that you consult a free, online dictionary like 

www.wordreference.com to ensure that you have the correct definition and context. 

 

WORDS/EXPRESSIONS THAT I WANT TO REMEMBER: 

1.  

 

 

 

2.  

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

4.  

 

 

 

5.  

 

http://www.wordreference.com

